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FRENCE POLITICAL CRISIS

crisis continues, atmosphere increasingly tense.

Miristry of Interior has banned Communist demonstrations sa
Algeria scheduled for today--apparently fears Poujadists aay
interfere, cause riots which might get out of hand,
Communists say they will go ahead regardless of ban, but say
be pleased to have excuse for poor showing,

Paris police had earlier suggested American personnel ptay
out of city today.

Neanvhile, widespread 24-hour protest strikes among gas aad
slectricity workers completely effective.

Independent leader Pinay's willingness to try for investiture

tomorrow may be first break in crisis (credited with stopping 1932
inflation--also negotiated Moroccan independence 1985) .,

A,

Iin choice by Coty originally regarded as effort to kill time,

but Pinay now appears to have msome chance,

1. However success will depeand heavily on willingness of those
who refuse to join him at lesst to abstain--Popular
Republicans, Radical Socislists and ex-Ganllist Social
Republicans have refused to participate,

2. Hopes to form Independent, Dissident aad autonomus Radical
coalition, j

3, BSocialists--still key factor--have ntuu& rn'tielmtien |

but reserved position on snyyarqlgg§;lg;nvg%t;ta::~nvttg%k1 |
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3. They mmarting over Indepeandent attacks on Socisliat S$¢InONy
program, but may be willing to "stick” Iadependents with
Job,
8. Sosisl-economic warest may aid Pinay by givisg deputies
senas of urgency.
€. JNevertbeless, many vill be disturbed by his demand for a
guarsates of one yesr in office and apparant plans to put
oa ice any major chasges in Algerian policy,
11X, It Pimay fails, Coty empected to give Nollet second opportunizy,
mt his prospects weuld be hurt if Soeilalist oppasition sinks i‘inay.
A, Nollet is widely respected, however, and could muster
mjoritiens on a wide variety of issues including Algeris,
8, Btill some poseibility Socialimt-Independent differences i1l
be sidestepped by instsllstion of another stop-gap csbines
of the Bourgss-Eaunocury type.
1. Compromise sandidates mentiocned include Pflimlia, Schigan
{Popular Republicsus), asad Finance Hinister Gaillard end
Pefenne Mintster Morice (Radical Socialists).
2. Buoh » move weuld oaly postpone mjor decisions on
Algeria aad esenomic pelicy.
IV. Ceatisuing impasse has increased speculation on poesibilities i
“enorthodox” solution,
25K1X1  a, chanaes for return of De Gaulle comsidessbly
eakanced 1f no solution by end of month,
1. Perhaps even sooner if situstion deterforates suddenly.
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Be Gsulle’s stature progressively inereased since pablicatio:
of first velume of memoirs in 1954 mmde strong favershle public
ingression.

A,
B.

Now in good heslth following two catarsct aperations,

He iz ssid to believe confluence economic and Algerian
prodiems makes situstion ripe for comsback. Not adverss

to sarving uvader Coty, 25%6

C.

B,

De Gaulle still has rosidue of support on rigat Irom World

Tar II and RPF dayw,

Potentisl exists for brosder Iollowiag smong oeuter and lu:t
becauss of his proposed federal seolution for Algeria, 25X 1
1, NErance would "lead but sot dominate.”

K.

&

Do Gaulle’s terms reyorted to be very stiff, bowever,

1. In etisct asks dissolution of Assembly for rest of present
tern—unsil 1961.-while he legislstes constitutiomal |
and other reforns,

8. Deputies as yet probadbly not ready to acoept, ;

Pe Gaulle oo far shows no inclisation to try ceup, theugh

thin outside pousidility if rapid social-econamic deteriomacion ‘

sets in, -
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1. Extreme centralization of authority ia Psris facilitstes

25X1

such & move--cpuld salmost be dons by phose.
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